
November 2019 
 
From Denise's desk.... 

 
Discernment.  This is the focus of the last chapter of Sailboat Church, and it was also part of 
the devotion I shared with the Session at our October meeting.  It is not a word that we use 
much in our church or our society or the church, and this is to our detriment. 
 
According to Gray, Sailboat churches use ancient skills to chart a passage between where 
the church is and where the church needs to be.  This requires discernment, which is the 
spiritual practice of making choices—both big and small—to bring us closer to God and 
God’s will.  Our faith is not expressed by a certain set of doctrines or beliefs.  Our faith is 
expressed by our willingness to hear God’s call to us as disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Specifically, it is “a way of orienting ourselves toward God as the true north of our 
lives…[T]he goal of discernment is that little by little we come to embody the gospel and 
become obedient partners in God’s work in the world” (96).   
 
Discernment takes place on two levels.  As individuals, we enter into discernment when we 
pray for God’s direction in both the big and small decisions we must make in our lives.  This 
is true corporately as well when we ask God to guide the congregation.  When this happens, 
transformation gradually takes place.  How? 
 
The congregation becomes God-focused and obedient.  The members begin to ask 
questions such as these: 
 
--What is God calling us to be and do? 
--How does God want us to respond in this particular situation? 
--How can we join God in the work that needs to be done in this community? 
 
The congregation becomes Spirit-led:  The members begin to let go of their own desires, 
and they begin to seek God’s desire.  At the heart of this “letting go,” the congregation 
prayerfully and deliberately puts God’s will front and center in its life.  In Gray’s own words, 
“The degree to which we are willing to become servants of the Spirit is the degree to which 
God can use us” (98) 
 
The congregation becomes community-based:  Gray uses the word communal when she 
talks about how decisions are made.  She states the following, “Discernment requires that 
we honor the contributions of others and listen for God’s truth to come from them even 
though we may disagree with some of what they say” (98). 
 
In order to be God-focused, as well as Spirit-led and community-based, it is vital that we 
learn to pay attention, to focus on what Gray calls kairos moments.  Kairos is a special kind 
of time.  Birth is a kairos moment.  So is death.  When we are starting a new endeavor, we 
may experience kairos.  When we are saying good-bye to a particular way of being, we may 



be experiencing a kairos type of moment.  The extent to which we experience kairos 
depend on the extent to which we willing let God be with us in that moment. 
 
In this time of transition, how will you let God guide you into the future?  It is my hope and 
prayer that you will enter into a time of prayer, discovery, and great expectation, to let God 
work individually and corporately within each of you to shape the growth that will emerge in 
this coming year. 
 
Peace be with you, 
Pastor Denise 
 
Mark Your Calendar! 
Baptism of Harlan Charles Sievers (December 1) 
Hanging of the Greens (Dec. 1) 
Alternative Gift Display in Fellowship Hall (Dec. 1) 
Habitat for Humanity Nativity Festival (Dec. 8) 
Distribution of Deacons' Boxes (Dec. 14) 
Appreciation Celebration for Pastor Denise (Dec. 15) 
Baptism of Kadence Jane Barnes (Dec. 22) 
Christmas Eve Service (Dec. 24 at 7p) 
 
 
Church information: 
Pastor Denise (515) 298-3464 
Church Phone (515) 432-2174 
Church Address: 703 Greene Street Boone, IA 50036 
 
 

 
    Congregation Connections 

 
 
 
 

Nativity Festival to Celebrate Christmas & Support Habitat for 
Humanity  
 
The second annual Nativity Festival comes to Boone County on Sunday, December 8, 
as an ecumenical Christian celebration with a decidedly more sacred view of the 
coming Christmas season, with delicious food thrown in for good measure.  
 



Held at First United Methodist Church in Boone, the event begins with dozens of 
unique and special Nativity sets loaned for public display beginning at 3:00 p.m. A 
community Christmas concert begins at 4:00 p.m., featuring a return of the Boone 
County Community Chorus, with additional performances by Trinity Lutherans 
children’s choir, all-state singers from Boone, Madrid, and Ogden, vocalists Michelle 
Jacobson and Amanda Cunningham, the instrumental team of Dave Howell and Dave 
Swenson, plus other local performers still being added.  
 
After the concert everyone will enjoy hot soup prepared by volunteers from Boone 
County’s Habitat for Humanity partner congregations. But leave room for pie!! 
Attendees can to take home a delicious pie from one of the best bakers across 
Boone County, being auctioned off for the cause.  
 
There is no cost to attend any or all of this Christmas celebration for all ages. 
Freewill offering opportunities will be provided for those wishing to support our 
local Habitat for Humanity volunteers as they will build a home in Boone County in 
2020.  
 
Plan now to attend the Nativity Festival, where hearts will be lifted, voices raised and 
all will gather to support Habitat for Humanity’s belief that “Everyone Deserves a 
Stable Home”.  
 
(Habitat for Humanity invites anyone to loan one or more Nativity sets for display by 
contacting Pastor Janell Bloem at 515-203-7342 or email janell.bloem@gmail.com. 
Those wishing to join the Boone County Community Chorus can contact Jo Howell at 
515-230-8985 or email jo_anne_howell@yahoo.com .  
 
Rehearsals will be held Mondays at 7:00 p.m., November 18, 26, December 2 at First 
United Methodist Church, Boone. Want to show off your baking skills? Contact 
Amanda Kramer at 515-298-4568 if you are interested in donating a pie.)  
 
 

 
 
 
 

       Sunday November 17 
11:10a (or immediately after worship) 
The purpose of the meeting is to elect elders & deacons as well as the Nominating 
Committee for 2020. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Sarah Ruth Circle 
 

GOD’S PROMISE:  I AM WITH YOU 
 

Wednesday, November 20, 1:30 pm 
 
    Eastern Star (East Lounge) 
 
Lesson:  Linda Hora (Lesson #8) 
 
Hostess:  Linda Hora 

 
 
 
 
  You can have a huge IMPACT 

 on Communion Sunday 
 
Cereal  

Peanut butter 
Canned soups 
Boxed dinners 
Canned meats 
Juice 
Pasta 
Sauces (gravy, spaghetti, taco, etc.) 
 
 
Appreciation celebration planned for December 15, 2019 
 
Congregational Life would like everyone to know that we are planning a ‘thank you’ 
celebration for Rev. Group for December 15th following worship service.  We hope 
all who are willing and able will participate by bringing an item for a potluck 
luncheon. Rev. Denise started with First Presbyterian on June 1, 2014 and has 
contributed so much to the awareness and building of all Presbyterian special 
offerings in her time with us.  Any questions about the event can be forwarded to 
Kristen Pepples or any member of Congregational Life committee. 
 
  
 
 



2020 Communion List 
Please be aware the 2020 Communion List is complete!  Please search for your name 
and let Kristen Pepples know if this date doesn’t work for you. 
 
*Note that April 9th is Maundy Thursday and will be held in Fellowship Hall.* 
 
  
 
A need for change 
In our quest to increase congregation engagement, we have revamped some of our 
processes and documents related to ushering, coffee hour and communion.  The 
committee decided to combine all these needs into one document that will be 
located on the bulletin board in between the sanctuary and Fellowship Hall. 
 
Having this information in one document will hopefully give everyone the 
opportunity to align the needs of the church with their availability. Example:  
Someone could sign up to serve coffee hour as well as usher. 
 
Please review this document and sign up for a date to usher so the responsibility 
does not fall to a select few.  As our Session members continue to remind us, for 
this coming year to be successful it will take everyone to help where they can. 
 
Thank you for understanding. 
------------------------------------------ 
Kristen Pepples  
 
Cell 515-230-8660 
 
 
Thank you 
 
Thanks to all for your cards, prayers or visits while I was in the hospital and since I 
came home. Thanks also to Pastor Denise for her hospital calls and to Jill Anderson 
for all the cards she has sent to Bob and I from the Deacons. It has been greatly 
appreciated.  
God Bless, 
Bob &  Norma Pink 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Church Leaders 
 
Session 2019   Deacons 2019 
David Anderson  Jill Anderson 
Dick Criner   Debi Jenson 
Linda Hora   Kelsey Moline 
Rick Lynch   Sue Nystrom 
Curt Nystrom   Devon O' Tool 
Marck Nystrom  Breanna Streeter 
Kristen Pepples 
Deb Prouty   2019 Nominating Committee 
John Stribling   Deb Prouty, Chair 
     Brenda Behling 
     Linda Lynch 
     Agnes Russell 
 
 
 
Per Capita 2020 
 
GA           $8.95 
Synod           $5.50 
Presbytery  $22.50 
Total          $36.95 
 

   Please remember that the 2020 per capita is paid on your 2018 membership. To 
help out the budget for 2020, please pay the per capita for yourself and other 
members of your family (if they cannot pay for themselves). Any shortfall will have 
to come from other money sources the church has at its disposal (Endowment, 
savings, etc.) 
 
2019 Poinsettias 
 
Order your $9 poinsettia-  6 1/2 inch pot - Single plant  (standard size) with 5-8 
blooms. Orders and money to be in offering plate, or dropped off to Kathy by Friday, 
November 22nd. 
 
 
Name ____________________________ 
 
Quantity _______ @ $9/each=  ____________ 
 
In memory of: _______________________________________ 



      Dates to remember 
 
Happy November Birthday 
 
 
6-Gary Russell 
 
10-DeeAnn Pepper, Diana Lawson 
 
20-Clayton Sprecher 
 
24-Don Cox, Kristen Pepples 
 
25-Joyce Gragg , Rielcole Kouk 
 
30-Bob Pink 
 
 
Pray for Each other:  
 
Presbytery of North Central Iowa 
 
St. Paul’s Presbyterian—Washburn (Rev. Dr. Clemens Bartollas) 
 Barclay Presbyterian—Waterloo (CP David Larry Fuson) 
First Presbyterian—Waterloo  
(Rev. Amy Wiles, Rev. Patricia Geadelmann) 
Unity Presbyterian—Waterloo (Rev.  Christine Kaplunas) 
Westminster Presbyterian—Waterloo (Rev. Tricia Jacobs, Rev. Dan Voigt) 
First Presbyterian—Woden (Vacant) 
 
 
Congregation 
 
Scott & Jessica Michael (Aaron, Stephanie, Ian, Brett & Jordan) 
Craig Moline 
Claire Moline 
Kelsey Moline 
Char Munson 
Karen Musser 
 
The Cedars @ Madrid: Dorothy Clifton 
 
Stratford Nursing Home: Pauline Hora 



 
 
 Prayer Team: 
Members of the Prayer Team regularly meet on the 2nd Sunday of the month 
(9:30am) to pray for the members and friends of the congregation as well as 
situations that affect our nation or world. The current members of the Prayer Team 
include Daryl Boelman, Dick Criner, Evelyn Criner, Betty Stribling, John Stribling and 
Pastor Denise Group. If you have a prayer request, please call the church office (515) 
432-2174 or any member of the prayer team. If you would like to join the Prayer 
Team, please join us at our next meeting.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
November Coffee Hour  
 
Nov 3 Nystrom Gang 
Nov 10 Matt & Sandy White 
Nov 17 Ted & Linda Hora 
Nov 24 Bill & Brenda Behling 
 
November 3 Communion 
 
Karen Dodd* 
Don Dodd 
James Kouk 
Chatim Kouk 
Jodi Tymeson 
 
The person marked with an asterisk (*) prepares the Communion bread 
and cups, and they gather the rest of the servers before the service for 
instruction on what row he/she will serve.    
 



     “By the Grace of God grow in faith, mission, and vitality” 
 
      Stated Meeting of Session 
     First Presbyterian Church, Boone, IA 

October 15, 2019 
 
Rev. Denise Group, Moderator 
 
Attending Elders:  2019   2020    2021 
   David Anderson Marck Nystrom  Linda Hora 
   Kristen Pepples  Rick Lynch  
      
 
Absent and Excused:  Deb Prouty, Curt Nystrom, Dick Criner, John Stribling   
 
Rev. Group called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room.  A quorum (5 of 9 
Elders) was present.  
 
Joys and Concerns:  Members, relatives, and friends to keep in our prayers were 
mentioned. 
 
Devotion:  Rev. Group gave the devotion speaking to “Living and Looking like Jesus” in 
Presbyterian Today by Chip Hardwick.  This devotion focused on catechesis, exhortation and 
discernment.  Rev. Group then offered the opening prayer Deuteronomy 30:15-20   
 
Kristen Pepples was appointed Clerk pro-tem as Brenda Behling was out of state for work.  
 
   Matters for Session Discussion and/or Action 
 
The agenda was reviewed.   
 
Clerk’s Report:   
*The minutes of Session on September 10, 2019 and the Congregational meeting on 
September 15, 2019 were reviewed and approved.  
*FPC received a thank you letter from Christopher Levi for the use of Fellowship Hall during 
September. 
*We received a request from Doug Harr to use the church for December play entitled, 
“Harvey” written by Mary Chase.  Session members approved this request via email.  
*Kathy, Office Administrator, got a call from Becky with Scouts and she would like to use the 
church 1st and 3rd Thursdays for scout groups starting in November.  Around 20 people 
about 10 children and 10 adults would like to meet. Session made a motion and approved 
this request.  
 
Pastor’s Report:   
*We received a request for baptism for Kadence Jane Barnes.  Parents Ryan and Kara Barnes 
would like to baptize their daughter on December 22, 2019. 
*Brooke and Daniel Sievers have requested to have their son, Harlan Sievers baptized 
December 1st.  This date would work for both the family and Pastor.    
*Pastor Denise requested vacation November 24-30, 2019. 
*A motion was made for all three events separately and passed.  



*Session reviewed the Pastor’s Report which included a summary of Rev. Group’s various 
activities: hospital and home visits, phone/office visits; attendance at Presbytery 
Commissioning Service; and community activities such as Chapel at Eastern Star and 
Ministerial Association. A motion was made, and the Pastor’s Report was approved. 
*Session decided that during the annual meeting we should mention that we are changing 
the by-laws to match what we are doing for Deacons regarding terms and nominating. This 
was discussed because the current by-laws do not allow for enough people serving - we 
always need to have 6 Deacons and they need to serve 3-year terms.  To resolve this 
current shortfall, Kelsey Moline and Sue Nystrom were asked to extend their term, they 
agreed.  
  
     Regular and Special Committee Reports  
 
   Congregational Life (Christian Education, Fellowship, and Worship):  The committee 
reported that forty-four (44) were served Communion on October 6, 2019. (Note: The 
Sacrament was previously authorized when the dates for Communion were set for the year.)   
*Kristen Pepples announced that to improve communication with the congregation, a 
document was created that combines the 2020 Communion List as well as Ushers and 
coffee hour sign up.  She also mentioned that going forward we will ask the congregation to 
sign up for Usher responsibilities instead of having members of CL serve. 
 
   Stewardship (Finance, Personnel and Properties):  Session reviewed and discussed the 
financial report.   
 
*Properties: David Anderson gave an update on the elevator repair and fire suppression 
panel.  He stated that we are still trying to contact Century Link to get the correct 
permissions on our account.  This would allow us to get a landline phone in the elevator.  
Session agreed to move on and contract another phone company if we do not hear back 
from them.  
*Session discussed the needed repairs for the Sanctuary door and Kristen stated that Andy 
was willing to review the situation and make the repairs in Spring 2020. 
 
*Personnel:  No report 
 
 
   Global/Community Outreach (incl. Scholarships):   
*Linda Hora plans to discuss Laundry Love during the Minute for Mission in the coming 
weeks. Laundry Love is an initiative to help support families in Boone community that need 
assistance with laundry costs. 
 
*Mission for Transportation Assistance: Linda has spoken with Tony at Moffitts and 
discussed the plans for vehicle repairs and the plan for payments.  The Salvation Army will 
approve the individuals and then give First Presbyterian the names.  Moffitts stated they 
would do the work at a discounted cost and the plan would be to send the bill directly to 
First Presbyterian Church which will be paid out of Local Missions account. A suggestion 
was made to contact Farley’s to see if they would be willing to provide slightly used tires 
which Linda will follow up on. 
 
*Session discussed the need to have fire drills or active shooter drills and Rick Lynch offered 



that he could ask his son, Daniel Lynch, who is a member of the Boone Police department to 
offer some suggestions for emergency preparedness. This will be discussed during future 
Session meetings. 
 
   Nominating Committee:   
No report. 
       New Business 
 
A congregational meeting date of November 17, 2019 was set to elect the new Elders and 
Deacons as well as the 2020 nominating committee.  A motion was made and passed.  
 
We will discuss the podcast from Kristen Pepples during the November meeting.  
 
The meeting was adjourned with prayer at 8:00 p.m.   
Respectfully submitted by:  
Kristen Pepples 
Clerk pro-tem of Session   
 
 
Pastor search update 
The session has been working diligently to complete the process necessary to seek a 
new pastor. We now await word from COM (Committee on Ministry) to approve our 
Minister Information Form. As we await information on available pastors, we will 
begin to formulate interview questions to ask potential candidates. We continue to 
ask for the prayers of the congregation as we discern the future of this church. 
 To call Jesus ”Emmanuel” - God with us-  is to recall that,  
When in faith we stay where we do not want to be,  God is with us.  
When in faith we go where we’ve never been before, God is with us. 
When we feel that we are not enough, God is with us. 
When the task is too much, God is with us. 
When we are too aware of our own weakness, God is with us. 
When we falter between fear and faith, God is with us… 
From the PW Bible study: “God’s Promise: I am with you”  
 
 
Elevator Fund update total: $8176 
 
Thank you to all who donated to this important project. We are pleased to report 
that we have met our goal! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Financial Stewardship Commitment for 2020 
Grateful for Godʼs love in Jesus Christ, I/we make the following commitment to support the mission of 

the hutch through our congregation. 
 

$______________________ per ____ week ____month ____ year 
 

Name(s) _________________________________________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________________________ 
 
City ___________________________  Zip ______________________________ 
 
Email___________________________Phone ___________________________ 
 
Please return by November 30, 2019 
 
 

 
 
2020 Communion (Dates/Servers) 
 
 
 
January 5    February 2    March 1 
 
Rick Lynch*    Deb Prouty*    Sue Nystrom* 
Linda Lynch    Kathy Workman   Jennifer Rivera 
Craig Moline    Jo Long    Jodie Beckwith 
Kelsey Moline   Mary Long    Char Munson 
 
 
 
April 5    April 9      May 3 
     (Maundy Thursday) 
Curt Nystrom*  Marck Nystrom*    Sandy White* 
Lori Nystrom  Betty Stribling    Matt White 
John Nelson   Dick Criner     Brenda Behling 
Betty Nelson  Dorothy Tellinghuisen  Bill Behling 
     Nyarok Kouk 
 
 
 



June 7     July 5     August 2 
 
Jodi Tymeson*   Dave Anderson*   Linda Hora* 
Kristen Pepples   Jill Anderson   Ted Hora 
Joyce Gragg    Breanna Streeter   Betty Cox 
Ray Gragg    Cody Streeter   Don Cox 
 
 
September 6   October 4    November 1 
 
Scott Michael*   Agnes Russell*   John Stribling* 
Jessica Michael   Gary Russell    Pam Nystrom 
Ian Michael    Devon O'Tool   Marilyn Long 
Shirley Powers   Rod Biensen    Daryl Boelman 
 
December 6  
 
John Wassenaar* 
Marlys Wassenaar 
Robyn Wilcox 
Megan Sprecher 
 
 
 
The person marked with an asterisk (*) prepares the Communion bread 
and cups, and they gather the rest of the servers before the service for 
instruction on what row he/she will serve. 
 
NOTE: The bread and cup will already be at the tables on Maundy 
Thursday. The Communion servers will be at the head of one of the 
tables, and they should begin the passing of the bread and cup 
around the table.  
 
 
 
      
 
 
 



 
          
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Global and Community Outreach committee is investigating a new mission opportunity for this 
community.  It is called Laundry Love. The story of Laundry Love began with T‐Bone, a homeless 
gentleman living in Ventura Calif. In one particular conversation, a question was asked of him: “T‐
Bone, how can we come alongside your life in a way that would matter?” His response was honest 
and practical. “If I had clean clothes I think people would treat me like a human being.”  
 
We all deserve to be treated like human beings. 
 
Laundry Love (LL) is a national initiative in partnership with individuals, groups and local laundromats 
throughout the U.S. The LL proposal provides access to supplies to wash the clothes and bedding of 
individuals and/or families living in poverty. Low income families, single parents with children and 
marginalized individuals know the daily pressures of providing shelter and food. The cost of washing 
clothes is just another financial burden: $1.75 plus to wash a single load, and $1 plus to dry, adds up 
quickly. Imagine the costs for a family of four.  
 
In short, this program provides people the ability to wash and dry their clothing by providing them 
with quarters and laundry soap. And an even more important component is the chance to build 
relationships with people through intentional networking and friendship.  
 
Resources from designed mission money and individual donations can fund Laundry Love. However, 
volunteers are needed to organize and support this new program. Presbyterians can lead the way to 
bring people together to share God’s love and make a difference to those struggling in Boone. 
 
We are looking for a committed group of men and women who would be willing to work with us as 
we build Laundry Love in this community.  Opportunities to participate will become available to use 
your time and compassion to actively show God’s love for this one on one experience. Please contact 
the church to be a part of this mission outreach. 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10:30a Peg Gus 

funeral

FFF

10-noon Girl 

Scouts

Daylight Savings 

Time

10:10a Worship
2:30p Fall 

Presbytery @ 

Ackley

9:45a Quilters Noon Boone 

Ministerial 

Association

6-7p Cub Scouts
6:30p Global 

Community 

9:30a Prayer 

Tree

10:10a  

Worship
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Congregational 
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FFF

10:10a Worship

Pastor Denise 

vacation

Pastor Denise 

Vacation

Pastor Denise 

Vacation

Pastor Denise 
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Thanksgiving
Office Closed

Nystrom family 
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Office Closed
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Holiday 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               

                  
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


